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Chair’s Message 
 
Hello SME members, friends, and associates! 
 
I’m sorry to report that our April and May meetings have been 
cancelled.  We will resume tours in September, when we plan to  
visit Air Automation in Fridley.  The executive committee is work-
ing on tours for October (we’d liked to meet jointly with the St. 
Cloud State University student chapter) and November (avoiding 
deer hunting, of course), and our annual officer installation will 
take place the first week in December. 
 
In the meantime, former bulletin editor Len Jennings has gra-
ciously agreed to take us on a virtual trip to Paris' Old-World Sci-

ence and Industry Museum, which he and his wife, Mimi, visited 
earlier this year.  As Len said to me, who would have expected a 
monument to technology in the city of arts and romance? 
 
I’ve been reading the SME Connects postings lately.  A good dis-
cussion of small manufacturing companies and CAD vs ERP sys-
tems has been taking place.  Some of you have mentioned this as 
a meeting topic, so I wanted to point out there is a national dis-
cussion going on among SME members.  Log into your account at 
www.sme.org and join the discussion. 
 
I’ve also been reading the business section of the newspaper and 
am amazed by the number of local companies who are involved 
in modifying their manufacturing plans to help out during the pan-
demic.  Wyoming Machine, Twin Cities Die Castings and others 
are making parts for ventilators.  Delkor Systems is expanding 
and on overtime making new food packaging machines.  We all 
know manufacturing is an essential service, it’s great that the rest 
of our community is being made aware of that! 
 
Stay safe, stay well! 
 
  Naomi 

  chair@smechapter11.org 
 

https://connect.sme.org/communities/home/55
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2020 Meeting Schedule  
 
May 5-7 - Leadership Committee Meeting, via email, contact 
  Naomi for details and inclusion. 
August 4 -  Leadership Committee Meeting, Davanni’s  
    Brooklyn Center 5:30 p.m. 
Sept 1 -  Leadership Committee Meeting, Davanni’s  
    Brooklyn Center 5:30 p.m. 
Sept 15 -  Air Automation Engineering, Fridley 
 
Leadership committee planning meetings are the FIRST TUESDAY of each month at 
5:30 p.m.  Contact Naomi Brill for location and agenda. 
 
Proposals for future programming are always welcome.   If you have a program sug-
gestion, contact any member of the leadership team (contact information on page 1). 

 

An Afternoon in Paris:  My Trip Report  Submitted by Len Jennings 
 
 
Just prior to the coronavirus outbreak, my wife and I were on a family trip to Europe (February 9 through 
March 3) where we watched the virus outbreak spreading across that continent as it developed.  We re-
turned to Minnesota just as the restraints on international travel were falling into place.  Here’s what we ob-
served: 

 
Week 1- Edinburgh, Scotland, early warning signs, no panic; Week 2 - Toulouse, France, some 
awareness of outbreaks in Italy and Spain; Week 3 - Paris, France, major focus of all news channels 
as the virus spread across the country.  By the time we departed, the country had already started to 
address the pandemic and we were beginning to wonder if we would make the return trip or be quar-
antined in France. (We’re home!) 

 
The good news:  As someone originally raised in the United Kingdom, I’ve lost track of the number of times 
I’ve been to Paris, city of countless museums.  How, I wonder, did I never make it to a museum dedicated to 
the history of manufacturing, the field where I spent most of my working life.  As it turned out we did not allow 
anywhere near enough time for the visit, we spent an afternoon there and only saw about a third of the ex-
hibits.  We were fascinated by the history section, spent way too much time discussing tools, models, and 
techniques we remembered from our own schooldays, and didn’t make it to the large exhibits.  Needless to 
say, we will visit again.  What follows is an except from the museum’s own materials: 

 

Musée des Arts et Métiers, Paris, France 
 
Highlights of the Permanent Collection: The permanent collection at the Musee des Arts et Metiers is 
divided across seven main areas. Each section brings you through a chronological exploration of 
how each area of technology evolved over hundreds of years of trial and error and innovation. 
 
          Continued on page 5 
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Len’s Afternoon in Paris, continued from page 3 
 
Scientific Instruments: In this section of the museum, you'll learn about the history of scientific in-
struments, pre-1750 to the present. From the abacus to the sun-dial, the early microscope to rudi-
mentary multiplication machines, this section shows the evolution over hundreds of years of in-
struments that today have gained exponentially in sophistication and precision. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Materials: This section highlights the development of industrial materials and machinery, from 
glass to silk, textiles, iron or steel. The development of hydraulics and steam are a watershed mo-
ment in industrial manufacturing, leading to the explosion of commerce and exchange of goods at 
a new scale in the Industrial Revolution. The development of new materials, such as plastic and 
aluminum, leads to more and more sophisticated techniques and unprecedented choices for manu-
facturers. 

Len Jennings looks at Pascal’s calculator, 
above, and solar mapping devices, right. 
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Construction: This one's for anyone interested in the history of architecture: learn about how tech-
niques for erecting buildings and other structures have evolved over centuries past. Mechanization 
changes construction forever starting with the Industrial Revolution, leading not only to faster 
construction, but new materials and wildly imagined, futuristic structures. 
 
Communication: In this fascinating section, the history of communications, from the telephone to 
the telegraph and the radio, are highlighted. The visit begins with a close look at one of the first 
printing presses, dating to the 15th century. 
 
Energy: From hydraulic windmills to steam, electricity, or nuclear energy, this section offers a 
pointed look at the evolution of energy sources and technologies. 
 
Mechanics: Take a closer look at the development of machinery in this section, observing how ma-
chines were initially developed for only a select number of activities and industries, before being 
adopted in virtually every domain of human activity starting from the 19th century, when mecha-
nization exploded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Transportation: This is one of the most popular sections of the museum, and features models for 
some of the first airplanes ever imagined, vintage cars, wheels, train cars, and other artifacts dis-
playing the exciting development of transportation methods across the centuries. 
 
Temporary Exhibitions: Temporary exhibitions at the museum tend to focus on one area or histori-
cal period of technological development, highlighting specific artifacts in the museum's permanent 
collection or bringing in objects from the collections of other museums. Recent temporary exhibi-
tions included a look at the history of robotics and the invention of radio.  
 

More information and photos from the museum's collection can be seen by going to: 
 https://francetravelplanner.com/go/paris/museums/arts-metiers.html 

 

About the author:  Len Jennings, LSME, served as Chapter Chair in the 1990’s, and as Editor of Toolbits for ten-plus years. 

Above:  The lab of Lavoisier and his wife, Marie, who did his sketching. 
 
 
Left:  Mimi Jennings admires Clement Adler’s wonderful flying machine. 

about:blank
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Support our advertisers as they 
support us and make your Tool 
Bits and our chapter activities 
possible.   
 
Thanks to all our advertisers: 
 
 
 

LCCSGI 
www.lccsgi.com 
 

Midwest Machine Tool Supply 
  www.midwestmachinetool.com 
 

Northwest Machine 
  www.nwmtec.com 
 

Plastics International 
  www.plasticsintl.com 

 

Productivity Inc. 
  www.productivity.com 

 

 

 
“Say you saw them in Tool Bits” 

If you or your company have an in-
terest in advertising in our bulletin, 
our standard sizes are as follows: 
• Half-page  
• Full page 
 
Other sizing available upon request. 
For pricing, please contact  
Rob Manthey at 
 
rmanthey@smechapter11.org 

 

****************** 

mailto:rmanthey@smechapter11.org
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Our chapter has a number of volun-
teer leadership and team member po-
sitions currently available.  We’re al-
ways looking for hard working folks 
who like to have fun. 
 

These opportunities offer members 
an opportunity to contribute as part 
of the chapter management team, 
learn new skills, meet a broader swath 
of our membership, and perhaps en-
hance their resume. 
 

For any position you undertake: 
• Training will be provided 
• You’ll be paired with a mentor  

 

    Interested?   
    Want to explore ideas? 
    Contact an officer! 

Do you need to change your 
membership information? 
 

Change your personal infor-
mation yourself on the society’s 
website following these steps: 
1. www.sme.org  
2. Members tab  
3. Member Quick Links 
4. Update Your Membership 

Information 
5. Sign In 
6. Make changes (if needed) 
7. Sign Out 
  

If your email changes, please 
ensure you keep receiving our 
bulletin by sending an email to 
chair-elect@smechapter11.org 
with your new email.  

Membership 

Leadership 
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We’re SME Minnesota Chapter 11, and we’re passionate about local manufacturing!   
For 80+ years, we’ve shared our knowledge and resources to develop and strengthen the  

Minnesota manufacturing community.   
 
 
Vision:     Share our manufacturing knowledge and resources  

Mission/Purpose:    To develop and strengthen the Minnesota manufacturing community 
 

Strategies: 
• Network to make manufacturing connections 
• Benchmark to compare leading edge processes and technologies 
• Advance professional development to sustain our manufacturing workforce 
• Promote education to ensure a future workforce  
• Advocate for the benefits of manufacturing and manufacturing careers 

Minnesota Chapter 11  

Passionate about Local Manufacturing 

********************************
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